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TRANSFOR-
MATION 

Urbanization is a 
Necessary Good?  

NOW 
Urbanization is a 
Necessary Evil 

BEFORE 
Urbanization is an 
Unnecessary Evil 
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          of all urban population growth in 

the next 20 years will take place in 

developing countries (2 billion new 

inhabitants) 

 

               the pace of urbanization in 

developing countries relative to developed 
countries 
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3. Responding 
dynamically to 

changes in 
economic , social 
and environment 

structures 

2. What makes 
cities successful? 

1. Cities are 
central for 
economic 
progress 



Systems  

of Cities 



Systems  

of Cities 

focusing on the 

core elements of 

the city system 

promoting a safe 

and sustainable 

urban environment 

encouraging 

progressive land and 

housing markets 

supporting city 

economies 

making pro-poor 

policies a city priority 
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WDR 2009 Reshaping Economic 
Geography has shown that … 

 
 
 

No country has 
achieved advanced 

levels of 
development without 

urbanizing 

Investment attraction 
and job creation –

Firms seek to locate in 
places with access to 

markets, good  
infrastructure services 

and connectivity 

Large, primary cities 
serve as gateways to 

the international 
economy  

Density achieves 
greater efficiency in 

service delivery – 
lower cost per capita 
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1. Promote 
institutions that 

enhance fluidity of 
land markets and 

provide basic 
services. 

2. Strategically place 
infrastructure to connect the 

city with external markets 
and ensure local mobility. 

3. Invest in the local 
economy to create 
jobs and improve 

the living 
conditions for poor 

people. 
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Visionary 
leaders 

Active citizens 
Public-private 

partnership 

Institutions  

(ex: water, waste) 

Infrastructure  

(ex: BRT, health 
centers) 

Interventions 
(ex: housing for 

poor) 
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Source: World Development Report 2009, Yepes 2008 

annual ridership 
growth: 12% 

Increased residential 
prices: 6-17 percent  

(Calvo et.al, 2007) 



Systems  

of Cities 

Cheoggyecheon riverbank slums in Seoul (1955 vs. 2007) 

Nangok Slums in Seoul (1995 vs. 2007) 
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How can we continue to better harness 
the opportunities for economic growth 

and poverty reduction offered by 
urbanization, while mitigating its 
negative externalities (economic, 

social, and environmental)?  

How can we do so given the 
unprecedented speed and scale at 

which this urbanization is progressing? 
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Trade-offs between 

Equity & Efficiency  

Trade-offs 

between Global 

Public Goods & 

Vulnerability of 

the Poor   

Trade-offs 

between Market  

Responses & 

Market Failure 

Trade-offs between  urban 

growth/ land consumption 

& sustainability   

Local Government 

Management, Finance & Governance 
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prioritize investment and sequence reform 

WHERE? 

•Demand for cities – by 

people and businesses 

•Spatial Expansion of cities 

WHAT? 

•Identify markets that need 

policy reform and investment 

support 

•Identify where markets need 

correction for broader social 

inclusion or sustainability 

WHEN? 

•Sequencing and prioritizing 

spatial sectoral interventions 

•Identifying roles for different 

levels of government and the 

private sector in translating 

priorities into action 

China Colombia South Korea 

Indonesia  
 

India Georgia 

Vietnam China Middle East North 
Africa 
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To put the world’s best knowledge, 
data, and innovations in the hands 
of policymakers and practitioners  
in order to harness urban growth 
for better development outcomes.  
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PROMOTE COMMON URBAN INDICATORS 
AND WIDEN ACCESS TO URBAN DATA 

EXTEND PROFESSIONAL NETWORKS 
AND LEARN IN COMMUNITIES OF PRACTICE 

ANSWER PRAGMATIC QUESTIONS 
THROUGH COLLABORATIVE RESEARCH FOR 

NEW POLICY INSIGHTS 
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VISIT US AT: 
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Visit us at www.worldbank.org/urban 


